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Sara Diamond’s career spans roles as an award winning television and new media producer/director, video artist, visual and media arts curator, critic, researcher, teacher and artistic director. Born in New York City, Diamond is currently the Director of Research at The Banff Centre and Artistic Director, Media and Visual Arts.
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She is responsible for shaping Banff Centre programs in new media, visual, media arts and research.  Beginning in 1995, Diamond developed the acclaimed Banff New Media Institute for research and exploration in new media.   She has created interactive media curriculum and events and has created think tanks that bring together new media artists, producers, scientists, social and cultural theorists and technology industries. In recent years, she has developed Banff’s research and development projects in software and authoring tools, advanced visualization, learning games, cross-cultural exchange, mobility and collaborative systems. She created the new A.R.T. artist-friendly laboratories. 

Diamond participates in numerous advisory bodies, such as the Canadian cultural industries SAGIT, as well as on juries such as the Webbies, Viper, and Research Development Initiatives (SSHRC). She is an Adjunct Professor in the UCLA Design/Media program and a researcher associated with SmartLab Centre, UK.   Diamond’s art works in video, photography and installation are in major collections around the world; she had a retrospective exhibition of her work in 1992 at The National Gallery of Canada, won the Bell Canada Award for Video and has represented Canada in biennales and other world exhibitions.  Diamond publishes extensively on the history and current practice of media and visual arts.  She curates exhibitions for the Walter Phillips Gallery, such as Human Vox/Computer Voice and CyberHearts, and for international festivals and for biennales such as Dak’Art, the Bienale of African Art.  She was recently awarded New Media Educator of the Year and Woman of Vision. 

