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CodeZebra explores the resonance of memory, display, communications visualization and identity in fashion and costume.  

Garments in the CodeZebra Summer 2004 collection re-act in three ways.  We placed embedded sensors such as accelerometers and heat sensors into garments. When dancers move a mote system takes accelerometer readings which are passed to Max software.  The software organizes images derived from CodeZebra OS to show in projected screen patterns that responded in movement.  Dozens of butterflies flit across the screen carrying texts as the same words are matched in music.  Viewers can place the same word onto the butterfly’s costume.

Other garments are heat sensitive.  As the wearer gets warmer or rubs against others, their patterns which first appear to be camouflage disappear as intimacy intensifies.  Other garments respond to physical proximity, lighting up or changing patterns as their wearer encounters a friend or foe. 

Funded by Rockefeller Foundation, Telefilm Canada, CodeZebra Inc., 

Banff New Media Institute

CodeZebra summer collection created by Sara Diamond with Joanna Berzowska, Susan Jenkyn-Jones,

Vincent LeClerc, Victoria Lawton, Larissa Verdee. Engineering and graphics by David Johnston, Maria Lantin, Rich Lachman, Jeroen Keijser. 

The CodeZebra 2004 collection recently has shown at The Banff Centre, Next Media, Wearable Futures,

WARC, Line of Flight, Beijing Millennium Project.
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